
1 

 

 

 

 

 

QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions 

 

OnOnOnOn 

 

TITLESTITLESTITLESTITLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bashir Alidina 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication  

 

I hereby dedicate this book to my Master Imam Al Mahdi (a.s.) whose rights are 
being usurped and squandered right in front of my eyes. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
A lot of people have the desire to be known by a title for the sake of prestige. The 
people of the community would then respect them according to the designation. The 
main driving force behind this is the ego factor. Take a look at this ego-breaking 
Verse. 
 

اُر اْ�  ا فِي اْ�َْرِض ِخَرةُ َنْجَعلَُھا لِل�ِذيَن تِْلَك الد� ِقيَن  َ! ُيِريُدوَن ُعلُّوً  َوَ! َفَساًدا َواْلَعاِقَبُة لِْلُمت�

[Shakir 28:83] (As for) that future abode, We assign it to those who have no desire to exalt 
themselves  in the earth nor to make mischief and the good end is for those who guard 
(against evil) 
 
Then there are those who use other’s titles for themselves when they do not deserve 
them. The whole affair becomes extremely serious when the titles being used are the 
ones that belong exclusively to the Holy Infallibles (a.s.).  
 
 
TAFSEER IMAM HASSAN AL ASKARI (A.S.)                         

قال علي بن الحسين ع قال رسول / ص ما من عبد و ! أمة زال عن و!يتنا، و خالف طريقتنا، و  
و ھو  لقبه بألقابناو أسماء خيار أھلنا الذي اختاره / للقيام بدينه و دنياه، و  سمى غيرنا بأسمائنا

! بعثه / يوم القيامة و لذلك يلقبه معتقدا، ! يحمله على ذلك تقية خوف، و ! تدبير مصلحة دين، إ
يا عبدي أ  ]له[ فقال .من كان قد اتخذه من دون / وليا، و حشر إليه الشياطين الذين كانوا يغوونه
 ربا معي، ھؤ!ء كنت تعبد و إياھم كنت تطلب فمنھم فاطلب ثواب ما كنت تعمل

 
Imam Ali Ibn Husayn (a.s.) narrated that the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said: ‘If any of my male or 
female servant were to leave our wilayat, oppose our way and call others with the good 
names of ours  which Allah (s.w.t.) has Chosen for establishing the affairs of the religion and 
the world, and the titles of ours , having full belief, without dissimulation, fear or religious 
reason, then Allah (s.w.t.) will raise them on the Day of Judgment and ask them, “O my 
slave, have you taken a Lord besides me?” And it will be said to them, “Allah is the 
Guardian”, their fate will then be with their shaytans who used to surround them and they 
used to obey them, “So now ask them for your reward for what you did”’.  

As can be seen quite clearly that it is very dangerous to either adorn oneself or refer 
to others with the titles which belong exclusively to the Holy Infallibles (a.s.). 
According to the above Hadeeth, if we were to refer to some people with a 
designation which belongs exclusively to the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) then we will be 
told “So now ask them for your reward for what you did”. Incidentally these guys 
have been referred to as shaytans.       
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MAWLANA  

(OUR MASTER) 

This is one of the most commonly used titles for the priests in the Indian Sub-
continent. Maybe the users are not aware of its meaning, but the priests for whom it 
is being used are certainly aware of its implications. They are quite happy of being 
referred to as Mawlanas.  

Let us now look at correct usage of this title.  

 َ  ال�ِذيَن آَمُنوا َوأَن� اْلَكاِفِريَن َ! َمْوَلى لَُھْم  َمْوَلىَذلَِك بِأَن� /�
 

[Shakir 47:11] That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe, and because the 
unbelievers shall have no protector for them. 

So Allah (s.w.t.) is our Master (Mawlana). Who else? 

About 1400 year ago, at the plains of Ghadeer a declaration was made clarifying the 
Mastership of Imam Ali (a.s.), by the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.). 

 َمْن ُكْنُت َمْوَ!هُ َفَھَذا َعلِيF َمْوَ!هُ 

(Of whomsoever I am the Master, Ali is his Master) 

Celebrations broke out after this announcement and the people began congratulating 
themselves over this and hugging each other, that since the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) is 
definitely our Master, therefore Ali Ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) is now declared to be the 
Master in the same sense. Allegiances were paid by the notables and everything 
seemed hunky dory.  

Their sinister hidden desires only came to the fore later on, as soon as the Holy 
Prophet (s.a.w.) passed away, at the conspiratorial gathering which took place at the 
tent of Bani Sa’da where they declared someone else as the ruler. Since then, until 
today, there have been numerous governors and rulers with political aspirations as 
well as having desires to control other people in whichever way they can.  This 
situation has become so ridiculous these days that any one with a turban on his 
head (or even a hat sometimes) gets referred to as ‘Our Master’, and is happy with 
this reference. Now, if the people are doing this due to their ignorance, then surely 
these Mawlanas should have corrected them. But they seem to like basking in their 
glory of being masters and have let this situation carry on. 

The shameful thing about this is that even the first three Caliphs, who were very 
eager to adorn themselves with as many exclusive titles of Imam Ali (a.s.) as they 
possibly could, did not have the courage to use the term Mawlana for themselves. 
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Neither their historians of old nor the contemporary ones have ever referred to them 
as such. 

From among the Shiites, Sheykh Kulayni, Syed Razi, Sheykh Sadouq etc. none of 
them ever used the term Mawlana for anyone other than the Holy Infallibles (a.s.). 
These days however, every other turbanite is being referred to as a Mawlana.  

Let us take a look at what happens in the Mosques and Hussaynias during the Holy 
month of Ramadhan. The Shiites recite Du’a E Tawassul in great numbers during 
which they pronounce the fourteen Holy Infallibles (a.s.) as their Masters, after which 
they duly go back to referring to the priest with the same reference as their fifteenth.  

 مو!نايا أباالحسن يا أمير المؤمنين يا علي بن أبى طالب يا حجة / على خلقه يا سيدنا و

O Abul Hasan, O Commander of the Faithful, O ‘Ali, son of Abu Talib, O decisive argument of Allah 
over mankind, O our chief, O our Master . . . 

This reference, which gets repeated for each of the fourteen Holy Infallibles  is 
clearly in line with the pronouncement of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) at Ghadeer 
Khumm, as this title is to be used exclusively for the Holy Infallibles (a.s.). The 
fifteenth reference is clearly out of line. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Why are these priests not correcting the ignorant one who refer to them as such? Is 
this because they like equating themselves with the Holy Infallibles (a.s.)? 

What is their justification of the usage of this term for themselves? 

Are they now going to stop using this title? 
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AALIM 

(KNOWLEDGEABLE ONE) 

 

When does one become knowledgeable? When a person realises that what he does 
not know is far greater than what he knows, he ends up referring to himself as a 
‘seeker of knowledge’. In fact, what a person knows is immaterial when compared to 
what he does not know. It is pointless to even compare.  

It therefore follows from this that when a person declares himself to be an Aalim, 
then he is surely an ignorant one as he has yet to even realise that he does not 
know. He does not even know what it is that he does not know. 

AL KAFI - H 56, Ch. 3, h4 
 

سمعته : علي بن إبراھيم، عن محمد بن عيسى، عن يونس، عن جميل، عن أبي عبد� عليه الس�م قال
وشيعتنا المتعلمون وسائر  فنحن العلماءعالم ومتعلم وغثاء، : ى ث�ثة أصنافيقول يغدوا الناس عل

 .الناس غثاء

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Yunus from Jamil who has said 
the following: “I heard Imam abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, saying, 
‘People become of three groups: Scholars, those who learn and garbled ones. We are the 
scholars . Our followers are the ones who learn. The rest of the people are garbled ones.” 
 

On top of this is the statement of Imam Ali (a.s.): 

 يبت مقاتلهاص ! أدريمن ترك قول 

Whosoever neglects to say ‘I don’t know ’, will fall in the trap of death – Nahj Ul Balagah, 
Saying 85 (Arabic Version) 

So the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) are the Ulama (Knowledgeable Ones). Can anyone in 
his right mind argue with this? I don’t think so. Yet the priests go around referring to 
themselves as Ulama. In fact, in England, we have an organisation formed by these 
priests who have named it ‘Majlis E Shia Ulama Europe’, and most of the resident 
priests of the Imambargahs of England, as well as the freelancers are members of 
this organisation. It looks like all these priests have yet to realise that what they know 
is infinitesimal compared to what it is that they do know, and that they are nothing 
but seekers of knowledge. Or is it that they do know and are trying to elevate their 
status among the people by adopting such titles? 

So what kind of a scholar is a scholar? 
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 AL KAFI - H 45, Ch. 2, h2 (EXTRACT) 
 
محمد بن يحيى، عن أحمد بن محمد بن عيسى، عن محمد بن خالد، عن أبي البختري، عن أبي 

إن العلماء ورثة ا-نبياء وذاك أن ا-نبياء لم يورثوا درھما و- دينارا، : الس�م قالعبد� عليه 
 وانما اورثوا أحاديث من أحاديثھم، فمن أخذ بشئ منھا فقد أخذ حظا وافرا،

 
Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from 
Muhammad ibn Khalid from abu al-Bakhtari from abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine 
supreme covenant, who has said the following: “The scholars are the heirs of the 
prophets because the prophets did not leave any Dirham or Dinar (units of money) 
as their legacy. What they left was certain pieces of their statements. Those who 
acquired anything of these pieces of their statemen ts  have certainly gained a 
colossal share. 
 

H 52, Ch. 2, h9 
 

قلت : الحسين بن محمد، عن أحمد بن اسحاق، عن سعدان بن مسلم، عن معاوية ابن عمار قال
رجل راوية لحديثكم يبث ذلك في الناس ويشدده في قلوبھم وقلوب : -بي عبد� عليه الس�م

الرواية لحديثنا يشد به : شيعتكم ولعل عابدا من شيعتكم ليست له ھذه الرواية أيھما أفضل؟ قال
 شيعتنا أفضل من ألف عابد قلوب

 
Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad has narrated from Ahmad ibn Ishaq from Su‘dan 
ibnMuslim from Mu‘awiya ibn ‘Ammar who has said the following: “Once, I asked 
(Imam) abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, ‘There is a man who 
recounts your Hadith and spreads them among people and ties them to their hearts 
and the hearts of your followers. Also there is a worshipper among your followers 
who does not narrate your Hadith. Which of these two people is better?’ The Imam 
replied, ‘The one who narrates our Hadith  and ties them up to the hearts of our 
followers is better than seventy thousand worshippers.’” 
 

So, at the end of the day it all points in the same direction. A scholar is one who 
narrates Hadeeth and not the one who goes around as an expert in jurisprudence. 

 

Wasaail Us Shia Vol 11 H 27; Bihar Ul Anwaar Vol. 8 2 H 2; Rijal Kashi Vol 3. 

ا َ! َنُعدG الْ  ا َفإِن� اِدُق ع اْعِرفُوا َمَناِزلَ ِشيَعتَِنا بَِقْدِر َما ُيْحِسُنوَن ِمْن ِرَواَياِتِھْم َعن� ً َفِقيَه ِمْنھُْم َفِق َقالَ الص� ثا  يھاً َحت�ى َيُكوَن ُمَحد�

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: Understand the status of our Shias according to the good reports 
from us for we do not recognise the Faqih from among them to be  a Faqih unless he 
becomes a Muhaddith  (Narrator of traditions)  

This is explained in more detail under the chapter on Fuqaha. Let us now look at a 
Hadeeth frequently quoted by the priests.   
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AL KAFI - H 45, Ch. 2, h2 
 
محمد بن يحيى، عن أحمد بن محمد بن عيسى، عن محمد بن خالد، عن أبي البختري، عن أبي 

لعلماء ورثة ا-نبياء وذاك أن ا-نبياء لم يورثوا درھما و- دينارا، إن ا: عبد� عليه الس�م قال
وانما اورثوا أحاديث من أحاديثھم، فمن أخذ بشئ منھا فقد أخذ حظا وافرا، فانظروا علمكم ھذا 
عمن تأخذونه؟ فإن فينا أھل البيت في كل خلف عدو- ينفون عنه تحريف الغالين، وانتحال 

 لينالمبطلين، وتأويل الجاھ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from 
Muhammad ibn Khalid from abu al-Bakhtari from abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine 
supreme covenant, who has said the following: “The scholars are the heirs of the 
prophets  because the prophets did not leave any Dirham or Dinar (units of money) 
as their legacy. What they left was certain pieces of their statements. Those who 
acquired anything of these pieces of their statemen ts have certainly gained a 
colossal share . You must be very careful, when acquiring such knowledge, to know 
from what kind of people you receive them. After (the death of) every one of us (the 
Ahl al-Bayt, family of the Holy Prophet, recipient of divine supreme covenant), there 
comes a just person who removes (and exposes) from (the texts of Shari’a) the 
forgeries of the exaggerators, the materials of the fallacious ones that might have 
been made to infiltrate and the interpretations of the ignorant ones.” 
 

For some reason the priests usually only quote the words, ‘The scholars are the 
heirs of the prophets’  and thereby claim justification for all of their actions. Agha e 
Khomeini has quoted in his book Islamic Government and the Rule of the Jurist: 
“The fuqahâ are the trustees of the prophets (‘a) means that all of the tasks 
entrusted to the prophets (‘a) must also be fulfilled by the just fuqahâ as a matter of 
duty” 

He then goes further and uses another Hadeeth in this manner.  

AL KAFI – VOL 7 (ARABIC VERSION)   

  َقْد َجَلْسَت َمْجلِساً َ! َيْجلُِسُه إِ!� َنِبيF أَْو َوِصيG َنبِيM أَْو َشقِيF َقالَ أَِميُر اْلُمْؤِمنِيَن ع لُِشَرْيٍح َيا ُشَرْيُح 
 

The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said to Shurayh: “The seat [of judge] you are occupying 
is filled by someone who is a prophet (‘a), the legatee of a prophet, or else a sinful wretch.” 

He then uses this Hadeeth to prove his claim and says: Considering the fact that the 
fuqahâ do not have the rank of prophethood, and they are indubitably not “wretched 
sinners,” we conclude that, in the light of the tradition quoted above, they must be 
the legatees or successors of the Most Noble Messenger (s).  

Have you noticed his proof? This involves very strange logic. Even if I were to accept 
this logic, then why restrict this to only Jurists? By this proof whosoever  is not 
“wretched sinners,” would end up being a trustee of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.).  
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Incredible! This thinking goes even further when they use this Hadeeth for 
themselves: 

 

MUSTADRAK AL WASAAIL – VOL 17  H 21468 

 اللَّه ص قَالَ علَماُء أُمتي كَأَنبِياِء بنِي إِسرائيلَالْعلَّامةُ الْحلِّي في التحرِيرِ، عن رسولِ 

Allamah Hilli in his writing quotes: ‘The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said that the scholars of my 
Ummah are like the prophets of the Israelites’.  

MY! My! My! The Prophets of the Israelites include the Prophets Musa (a.s.) and Isa 
(a.s.). There is no limit to a person’s aspirations now is there? So which scholars is 
this Hadeeth referring to? The priests or the Holy Infallibles (a.s.)? The following 
Hadeeth has answered this question. 

 

AL KAFI - H 593, Ch. 33, h1 
 
علي بن إبراھيم، عن أبيه، عن عبدالعزيز بن المھتدي، عن عبد� بن جندب أنه كتب إليه الرضا 

أما بعد، فان محمدا صلى � عليه وآله كان أمين � في خلقه فلما قبض صلى � : عليه الس�م
 فنحن امناء � في أرضه عليه وآله كنا أھل البيت ورثته،

 
Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn al-Muhtadi from 
‘Abd Allah ibn Jundab to who Imam al-Rida, recipient of divine supreme covenant, 
wrote the following: “Thereafter (after thanking Allah I must say), Muhammad, 
recipient of divine supreme covenant, was the trustee of Allah in the matters of His 
creatures. When he was taken away from this world, we, Ahl al-Bayt, inherited him; 
thus, we are the trustees of Allah over His earth . 
 

QUESTIONS 

When will all these priests realise that they are not knowledgeable, but are only 
seekers of knowledge? 

When was the last time you heard from the mouth of a priest the words ‘I don’t 
know’? 

Why do they concentrate mainly on Fiqh and not on Hadeeth? 
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ALLAMAH  

(KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MANY FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE) 

 

Now what can I say about that! These guys are only trying to go one better than the 
Ulamas. Slightly more knowledge in a few more fields of knowledge, and hey presto! 
One is an Allamah.  

There are unknown number of sciences and branches of knowledge that cannot 
even be imagined. Why do these guys think that they are knowledgeable in many 
fields of knowledge, when the total sum of their knowledge is not even a drop in the 
ocean? 

From history, this was first displayed from the School of the Holy Imam Ja’far Al 
Sadiq (a.s.). Numerous subjects were taught including mathematics, physics, 
chemistry, astronomy etc. Try questioning the Allamahs  of today on any of these 
and see for yourself what answers you get . The Holy Imam (a.s.) only displayed a 
drop of the knowledge that he (a.s.) had. These Allamahs only have a drop from this 
drop, and that is all they have.  

 

AL KAFI - H 44, Ch. 2, h1 
 
محمد بن الحسن وعلي بن محمد، عن سھل بن زياد، عن محمد بن عيسى، عن عبيد � بن 

عن أبي الحسن موسى  الواسطي، عن إبراھيم بن عبدالحميد،) 1(عبد� الدھقان، عن درست
: دخل رسول � صلى � عليه وآله المسجد فإذا جماعة قد أطافوا برجل فقال: عليه الس�م قال

أعلم الناس بأنساب العرب ووقائعھا، وأيام : وما الع�مة؟ فقالوا له: ع�مة فقال: ما ھذا؟ فقيل
ذاك علم - يضر من جھله، و- : وآلهفقال النبي صلى � عليه : الجاھلية، وا-شعار العربية، قال

آية محكمة، أو فريضة عادلة، : إنما العلم ث�ثة: ينفع من علمه، ثم قال النبي صلى � عليه وآله
 أو سنة قائمة، وما خ�ھن فھو فضل

 
Muhammad ibn al-Hassan has narrated from Ali ibn Muhammad from Sahl ibn Ziyad 
from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from ‘Ubayd Allah al-Dihqan from Durust al Wasiti from 
Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid from abu al-Hassan Musa , recipient of divine supreme 
covenant, who has said the following: “Once the Holy Prophet, recipient of divine 
supreme covenant, entered the Mosque and found a group of people gathered 
around a man. He asked, ‘Who is he?’ It was said that he was an Allama . Then he 
asked, ‘What is that?’ They replied that he is an expert in genealogy, chronology, 
and the history of the pre-Islamic days of darkness  and poetry of Arabs . The 
Holy Prophet, recipient of divine supreme covenant, then told them, ‘There are only 
three kinds of Knowledge: A decisive Verse, a justly enjoined obligation or an 
established tradition. Other than these are only something extra.’” 
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Historically there have been some good Mullahs who have been caught up in this 
name game. One such example is the famous Mullah Muhammad Baqir Al Majlisi of 
the Bihar Ul Anwar fame. The reference of Allamah was allocated to him after his 
death.  

This is a very serious trend that has come up recently that all those Sheykhs and 
Mullahs of old are now being referred to with these titles in the new publications. 
Sheykh Kulayni, Sheykh Toosi, Sheykh Sadouq etc are now been referred to as 
Ayatullahs, whereas historically they have always been known simply as Sheykhs.  

 

QUESTIONS 

How many fields of knowledge are there? How many is ‘many’ out of all the fields of 
knowledge? 

Can having a small amount of knowledge of a small number of them make one an 
Allamah? 

How come these Allamahs do not have the knowledge of the subjects that were 
taught by the Holy Imam Ja’far Al Sadiq (a.s.)? 

Are they experts in the genealogy, chronology, pre-Islamic history and the poetry of 
the Arabs? 
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A’ALAM  

(THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE) 

 

Whatever that can possibly be learnt in matters of religion, this guy is supposed to 
know it. He is regarded as the most knowledgeable among all the Ulamas and is a 
step ahead of the Allamahs.  

So he just sits there basking in the glory of being referred to as the A’alam on the 
presumption that no one is more knowledgeable that him. Maybe someone should 
remind him that Imam Mahdi (a.s.) is still around and that he (a.s.) has only gone into 
occultation. 

But it is common knowledge among the Shiites that their Holy Imam (a.s.) is still alive 
and is their Divine Guide whose return from occultation is eagerly awaited. And so I 
have no choice but to conclude that ‘the most knowledgeable one’ is surely aware of 
this. He has therefore deliberately adorned himself with this title despite being aware 
that there is the person of the Holy Imam (a.s.) who is actually the A’alam. 

 

QUESTIONS 

If the Ulamas are not the Ulamas, then what does that make the most 
knowledgeable of them all? 

Why has this ‘A’alam’ deliberately ignored the fact that in actual fact Imam Mahdi 
(a.s.) is more knowledgeable that he will ever be? Is he trying to tell us that Imam 
Mahdi (a.s.) does not actually exist and therefore he is now the A’alam? 
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ALAM UL HUDA  

(THE BANNER OF GUIDANCE) 

 

Give me a break! This was one of the titles used by Imam Ali (a.s.). How can anyone 
else use this title for himself I shall never know. 

 و نور الدين و ھو نور / أنت علم الھدى يا علي / ص قال رسول

The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said: O Ali! You are the Banner of Guidance  and the Light of 
Religion and that is the Light of Allah (s.w.t.) – Bihaar Ul Anwaar Vol 22   

Incidentally this title is commonly used for Syed Murtadha, the pioneer Mujtahid of 
over a thousand years ago. He was a student of the Mu’tazilite teacher Asadabadi 
and started Ijtihad using the principles of Imam Shafei. His brother Syed Razi 
(compiler of Nahj Ul Balagah) did not agree with him and refused to pray behind him.  

 

QUESTIONS 

As the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) used this title for Imam Ali (a.s.), then where is the 
justification of using it for ordinary people? 

How can anyone possibly justify using this title for someone other than a Holy 
Infallible (a.s.). 
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HUJJAT UL ISLAM  

(PROOF OF ISLAM) 

 

And what is required to prove something? Some people try to prove it with academic 
arguments, some have even tried it by military force, and the Prophets (a.s.) even 
used miracles for their proofs. 

So, when a person call himself a proof of Islam, then it follows that he is referring to 
his character, his whole personality, so that when a person looks at him, then Islam 
is proven. By looking at him, at his blessed face, listening to his speech, his actions, 
and his character, the truth of Islam would dawn upon the people. There would be no 
need to provide any intellectual arguments or proofs.  

If you were to now use your common sense a little bit you will realise the gravity of 
the situation when someone uses this title for himself, as the whole of the building of 
religion would be based on this foundation and would eventually collapse if the claim 
turns out to be false.  

According to Shiite beliefs, Allah (s.w.t.) gave a complete religion with no 
deficiencies, through a trustworthy angel to an Infallible Prophet and Infallible Imams.  

The proof of an infallible religion can only be through an infallible. If a normal person 
were to be regarded as proof of Islam then all his deficiencies will have to be 
regarded as the deficiencies of Islam, and in this way the whole religion would 
become unreliable. The person who is accepted as the proof of Islam would 
therefore be one who is above any mistakes or disagreements.  

 

QUESTIONS 

Do any of these Hujjat Ul Islams claim to be infallible? 

If not, then how can their incomplete persons be the proof of our complete religion? 
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AYATULLAH  

(SIGN OF ALLAH (S.W.T.)) 

 

These have sprung up only recently, in the last hundred years or so. Beforehand, 
most of them used to be referred to as Sheykhs.  

And so I referred to the Book of Allah (s.w.t.) and saw fifty six Divine Verses referring 
to the Ayatullahs. Well, obviously I cannot use all of them here, for the sake of 
brevity, but I cannot use only a couple either as that would not do justice to the 
argument. Therefore I have decided to use as few of them as I could.  

Wherever the term Ayatullah has been used, it has been immediately followed by a 
Fatwa (Verdict) from Allah (s.w.t.) that whoever rejects them, falsifies them, does not 
place his faith in them, neglects them, denies them, mocks them,  turns his face 
away from them, or fights against them has been referred to as either an unbeliever,  
person of Hell, one on whom is Divine Wrath, one whose deeds have been 
confiscated, the most unjust one, blind, deaf, dumb, one without posterity, an 
accursed, a loss maker, a transgressor and ungrateful. Phew! 

Here they are!  

ُبوْا  اِر ُھْم فِيَھا َخالُِدوَن  بِآَياِتَناَوال�ِذيَن َكَفروْا َوَكذ�  أُوَلـِئَك أَْصَحاُب الن�

[Shakir 2:39] And (as to) those who disbelieve in and reject My communications, they ar e the 
inmates of the fire , in it they shall abide.    

َكاُنوْا َيْعَتُدوَن   يَن ِبَغْيِر اْلَحقQ َذلَِك ِبَما َعَصوْا و� Qبِي ِ  َوَيْقُتلُوَن الن� ُھْم َكاُنوْا َيْكفُُروَن ِبآَياِت /� ِ َذلَِك بِأَن� َن /� Qَوَبآُؤْوْا بِ َغَضٍب م 

[Shakir 2:61] And abasement and humiliation were brought down upon them, and they became 
deserving of Allah's wrath ; this was so because they disbelieved in the communications of 
Allah  and killed the prophets unjustly; this was so because they disobeyed and exceeded the limits. 

اِس َوأَنَزلَ اْلُفْرَقاَن إِن� ال�ذِ   لَُھْم َعَذاٌب َشِديٌد َوّ/ُ َعِزيٌز ُذو انِتَقاٍم  بِآَياِت ّ/ِ يَن َكَفُروْا ِمن َقْبلُ ُھًدى لQلن�

[Shakir 3:4] Surely they who disbelieve in the communications  of Allah they shall have a severe 
chastisement ; and Allah is Mighty, the Lord of retribution. 

ْرُھم ِبَعَذا ِبآَياِت ّ/ِ َيْكفُُروَن  إِن� ال�ِذينَ  Qاِس َفَبش يَن ِبَغْيِر َحقM َوَيْقُتلُوَن الQِذيَن َيأُْمُروَن ِباْلِقْسِط ِمَن الن� Qبِي  ٍب أَلِيٍم َوَيْقُتلُوَن الن�

[Shakir 3:21] Surely (as for) those who disbelieve in the communications of Allah and slay the 
prophets unjustly and slay those among men who enjoin justice, announce to them a painful 
chastisement . 

اِصِريَن  ن ن� Qْنَيا َوا�ِخَرِة َوَما لَُھم م Gأُوَلـئَِك ال�ِذيَن َحبَِطْت أَْعَمالُُھْم ِفي الد 



17 

[Shakir 3:22] Those are they whose works shall become null in this world as well as the hereafter, 
and they shall have no helpers 

ُبوْا  ْسَتِقيٍم  بِآَياتَِناَوال�ِذيَن َكذ� Gلَُماِت َمن َيَشإِ ّ/ُ ُيْضلِْلُه َوَمن َيَشأْ َيْجَعْلُه َعلَى ِصَراٍط م Gَوُبْكٌم ِفي الظ Fُصم 

[Shakir 6:39] And they who reject Our communications are deaf and dumb, in utt er darkness ; 
whom Allah pleases He causes to err and whom He pleases He puts on the right way. 

ُبوْا  ُھُم اْلَعَذاُب ِبَما َكاُنوْا َيْفُسقُوَن  بِآَياتَِناَوال�ِذيَن َكذ� Gَيَمس 

[Shakir 6:49] And (as for) those who reject Our communications, chastisement shall affli ct them  
because they transgressed. 

ُكْم وَ  Qب ن ر� Qَنٌة م Qا أَْھَدى ِمْنُھْم َفَقْد َجاءُكم َبي ا أُنِزلَ َعلَْيَنا اْلِكَتاُب َلُكن� َب ُھًدى َوَرْحَمٌة َفَمْن أَظْ أَْو َتقُولُوْا َلْو أَن� ن َكذ� بِآَياِت َلُم ِمم�
 َوَصَدَف َعْنَھا َسَنْجِزي ال�ِذيَن َيْصِدفُوَن َعْن آَياتَِنا ُسوَء اْلَعَذاِب ِبَما َكاُنوْا َيْصِدفُوَن  ّ/ِ 

[Shakir 6:157] Or lest you should say: If the Book had been revealed to us, we would certainly have 
been better guided than they, so indeed there has come to you clear proof from your Lord, and 
guidance and mercy. Who then is more unjust than he who rejects Allah's  communications and 
turns away from them ? We will reward those who turn away from Our communications with an evil 
chastisement  because they turned away. 

ُبوْا  َة َحت�ى َيِلَج اْلَجَملُ ِفي سَ  بِآَياتَِناإِن� ال�ِذيَن َكذ� َماء َو!َ َيْدُخلُوَن اْلَجن� ُح لَُھْم أَْبَواُب الس� مQ اْلِخَياِط َواْسَتْكَبُروْا َعْنَھا !َ ُتَفت�
 َوَكَذلَِك َنْجِزي اْلُمْجِرِميَن 

[Shakir 7:40] Surely (as for) those who reject Our communications and turn away  from them 
haughtily, the doors of heaven shall not be opened for them , nor shall they enter the garden until 
the camel pass through the eye of the needle; and thus do We reward the guilty. 

ُبوهُ َفأَنَجْيَناُه وَ  ُبوْا َفَكذ� ُھْم َكاُنوْا َقْوماً َعِميَن  ِبآَياِتَناال�ِذيَن َمَعُه ِفي اْلُفْلِك َوأَْغَرْقَنا ال�ِذيَن َكذ�  إِن�

[Shakir 7:64] But they called him a liar, so We delivered him and those with him in the ark, and We 
drowned those who rejected Our communications ; surely they were a blind people . 

ُبوْا  ا َوَقَطْعَنا َدابَِر ال�ِذيَن َكذ� ن� Qَوَما َكاُنوْا ُمْؤِمنِيَن  بِآَياِتَناَفأَنَجْيَناهُ َوال�ِذيَن َمَعُه بَِرْحَمٍة م 

[Shakir 7:72] So We delivered him and those with him by mercy from Us, and We cut off the last of 
those who rejected Our communications  and were not believers. 

بQي َھـَذا  ِبُع َما يِوَحى إَِلي� ِمن ر� َما أَت� ُكْم َوُھًدى َوَرْحَمٌة لQَقْوٍم َوإَِذا َلْم َتأْتِِھم بِآَيٍة َقالُوْا لَْو!َ اْجَتَبْيَتَھا قُلْ إِن� Qب َبَصآئُِر ِمن ر�
 ُيْؤِمُنوَن 

[Shakir 7:203] And when you bring them not a revelation they say: Why do you not forge it?  Say: I 
only follow what is revealed to me from my Lord; these are clear proofs from your Lord and a 
guidance and a mercy for a people who believe. 

َب  َفَمنْ  ِن اْفَتَرى َعلَى ّ/ِ َكِذًبا أَْو َكذ� ُه !َ ُيْفلُِح اْلُمْجِرُموَن  بِآَياِتهِ أَْظَلُم ِمم�  إِن�

[Shakir 10:17] Who is then more unjust  than who forges a lie against Allah or (who) gives the lie to 
His communications?  Surely the guilty shall not be successful. 

ِھمْ َوِتْلَك َعاٌد َجَحُدوْا  Qاٍر َعِنيٍد  بِآَياِت َرب Jَجب Kَبُعوْا أَْمَر ُكل Jَوَعَصْوْا ُرُسلَُه َوات 

[Shakir 11:59] And this was Ad; they denied the communications  of their Lord, and disobeyed His 
messengers and followed the bidding of every insolent opposer (of truth). 
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ُھْم أَ!َ ُبْعًدا لQعَ  ْنَيا َلْعَنًة َوَيْوَم اْلقَِياَمِة أَ! إِن� َعاًدا َكَفُروْا َرب� Gاٍد َقْوِم ُھوٍد َوأُْتِبُعوْا ِفي َھـِذِه الد 

[Shakir 11:60] And they were overtaken by curse in this world and on the resurrection day ; now 
surely Ad disbelieved in their Lord; now surely, away with Ad, the people of Hud. 

 َقالَ َربQ لَِم َحَشْرَتِني أَْعَمى َوَقْد ُكنُت َبِصيًرا 

[Shakir 20:125] He shall say: My Lord! why hast Thou raised me blind and I was a seeing on e 
indeed?  

 َفَنِسيَتَھا َوَكَذلَِك اْلَيْوَم ُتنَسى  آَياُتَناَقالَ َكَذلَِك أََتْتَك 

[Shakir 20:126] He will say: Even so, Our communications came to you but you neglected th em;  
even thus shall you be forsaken this day. 

هِ ْم ُيْؤِمن َوَكَذلَِك َنْجِزي َمْن أَْسَرَف َوَل  Qَوأَْبَقى  بِآَياِت َرب Gَوَلَعَذاُب اْ�ِخَرِة أََشد 

[Shakir 20:127] And thus do We recompense him who is extravagant and does not believe in the 
communications  of his Lord, and certainly the chastisement  of the hereafter is severer and more 
lasting. 

اُھْم إِلَى اْلَبرQ َفِمْنُھم  ا َنج� يَن َفَلم� Qُمْخلِِصيَن َلُه الد َ لَِل َدَعُوا /� Gْوٌج َكالظ ْقَتِصٌد َوَما َيْجَحُد َوإَِذا َغِشَيُھم م� Gاٍر  بِآَياتَِنام إِ!� ُكلG َخت�
 َكفُوٍر 

[Shakir 31:32] And when a wave like mountains covers them they call upon Allah, being sincere to 
Him in obedience, but when He brings them safe to the land, some of them follow the middle course; 
and none denies Our signs but every perfidious, ungrate ful one . 

َماَواِت َواْ�َْرِض وَ  ِ ال�ِذيَن َكَفُروا َلُه َمَقالِيُد الس�  أُْولَئَِك ُھُم اْلَخاِسُروَن  بِآَياِت /�

[Shakir 39:63] His are the treasures of the heavens and the earth; and (as for) those who disbelieve 
in the communications  of Allah, these it is that are the losers . 

You have now seen the Verses about the Ayatullahs and the Fatwas (Verdicts) of 
Allah (s.w.t.) that have been Issued to those that reject them.  

Let us look at this from another angle. Say there are two Mujtahids who call 
themselves Ayatullahs. One of them has declared something permissible whilst the 
other one has made it forbidden (e.g. Chess). Can you now tell me whether they 
are verifying each other or falsifying and opposing  each other?  You will have to 
admit that they are actually falsifying and opposing each other. And yet they both 
claim to be Ayatullahs. You have seen above the result of the one who falsifies or 
opposes an Ayatullah. Don’t both of these two people come under these Divine 
Verdicts?    

The Holy Infallibles (a.s.) have actually referred to themselves as the Ayatullahs. 

AL KAFI - H 528, Ch. 18, h1 

الحسين بن محمد، عن معلى بن محمد، عن أحمد بن محمد بن عبد/، عن أحمد ابن ھYل، عن امية بن علي، عن 
وما تغني ا�يات والنذر عن قوم ! يؤمنون : " سألت أبا عبد/ عليه السYم عن قول / تبارك وتعالى: داود الرقي قال

 ليھم السYم، والنذر ھم ا!نبياء عا�يات ھم ا!ئمة: قال" 
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad has narrated from Mu’alla ibn Muhammad from Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah from Ahmad ibn Hilal from ’Umayya ibn Ali from Dawud al-Riqqi 
who has said the following: “Once, I asked abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme 
covenant, about the meaning of the words of Allah, the Most Holy, the Most High, ‘The signs 
and warnings are of no avail to the disbelieving people.’ (10:101) The Imam said, ‘Signs are 
‘A’immah , and warnings are the prophets, recipient of divine supreme covenant. ’” 

 

AL KAFI - H 529, Ch. 18, h2 

أحمد بن مھران، عن عبدالعظيم بن عبد/ الحسني، عن موسى بن محمد العجلي، عن يونس بن يعقوب رفعه، عن 
 يعني ا!وصياء كلھم" كذبوا بآياتنا كلھا : " أبي جعفر عليه السYم في قول / عزوجل

Ahmad ibn Mahran has narrated from 'Abd al-'Azim ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hassani from Musa ibn 
Muhammad al-‘Ijli from Yunus ibn Ya‘qub in a marfu‘ manner from abu Ja'far, recipient of 
divine supreme covenant, who has said the following: “In the words of Allah, the Most Holy, 
the Most High, ‘However, they rejected all Our signs. . . .’ (54:42) ‘The signs’ are all the 
successors  (of the prophets, recipient of divine supreme covenant).’” 

 

HADEETH U TARIQ 

  و آية /أمير المؤمنين ع أنه قال يا طارق اZمام كلمة / و حجة / و وجه / و نور / و حجاب / 

The Commander of the Faithul (a.s.) said: O Tariq, The Imam  is the Kalama-t-Allāh [Word of God] 
and Waj'ha-t-Allah [Face of God] and Hijaba-t-Allah [Veil of God] and Nūru-Allah [Light of God] and 
Āya-t-Allah  [Sign of God]. – Bihar Ul Anwaar Vol. 25 H 4  

After all this, do you reckon that anyone other than the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) has any 
right to this title? It looks to me as if some people are taking this title very lightly. 

اِصِريَن  ن ن� Qاُر َوَما َلُكم م  َوقِيلَ اْلَيْوَم َننَساُكْم َكَما َنِسيُتْم لَِقاء َيْوِمُكْم َھَذا َوَمأَْواُكْم الن�

[Shakir 45:34] And it shall be said: Today We forsake you as you neglected the meeting of this day of 
yours and your abode is the fire, and there are not for you any helpers: 

ْنَيا َفاْلَيْوَم َ! ُيْخَرُجوَن ِمْنھَ  Gْتُكُم اْلَحَياةُ الد ِ ُھُزًوا َوَغر� َخْذُتْم آَياِت /� ُكُم ات�  ا َوَ! ُھْم ُيْسَتْعَتُبوَن َذلُِكم بِأَن�

[Shakir 45:35] That is because you took the communications of Allah for a jest  and the life of this 
world deceived you. So on that day they shall not be brought forth from it, nor shall they be granted 
goodwill. 

In Tafseer Safi and Tafseer Qummi, this has been explained in this manner: ‘The 
‘Ayaat of Allah’ in this Verse is a reference to the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) and those that 
mocked them will be told that these are the ones they used to falsify and mock’. 

The reality is that these claims of theirs to the titles of the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) is to 
try and equate to them. No one from the olden times up until recently has e ver 
used these titles or even plucked up the courage fo r it . Sheykh Mufeed and 
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Sheykh Tusi that they revere so much, remained as just Sheykhs, whilst they 
themselves have gone much further. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Why are these Ayatullahs differing from each other in their Fatwas if they are both 
signs of Allah (s.w.t.), and He (s.w.t.) is only One? 

If one Ayatullah opposes another Ayatullah, will they both end up in Hell as per the 
Divine Verses?  
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AYATULLAH AL UZMA  

(THE GREAT SIGN OF ALLAH) 

 

Does this not remind you of Me’raj? 

ِه اْلُكْبَرىَما َزاَغ اْلَبَصُر َوَما َطَغى َلَقْد َرأَى ِمْن  Qآَياِت َرب  

[Shakir 53:17-18] The eye did not turn aside, nor did it exceed the limit. Certainly he saw of 
the greatest signs  of his Lord. 

Somehow it does not compute in my brain that when the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) 
arrived at his (s.a.w.) destination in Me’raj, there was one of these people who go 
around calling themselves the ‘great sign of Allah’, sitting there waiting for him. 

And in Ziyarat, the Holy Imam (a.s.) is referred to as the great sign of Allah (s.w.t.). 

 

BIHAR UL ANWAAR VOL. 97 H 5 

 آية / العظمىالسYم عليك يا سيد الشھداء السYم عليك يا 

Peace be upon you o Doyen of the Martyrs, Peace be upon you of Great Sign of Allah  
(s.w.t.). 

 

BIHAR UL ANWAAR VOL. 54 H 26 

لفعلت لما عندي من ا!سم ولو أردت أن أجوب الدنيا بأسرھا والسماوات السبع وا!رضين في أقل من طرفة عين 
 ، والمعجز الباھروأنا ا�ية العظمىا!عظم، 

Imam Ali (a.s.) said: If I make the intention to see the wonders of the earth and the 
seven heavens in the twinkling of an eye, then I can do so for I have the Great Name 
and I am the Great Sign  and the magnificent Miracle. 

 

QUESTIONS 

What happens when one of these ‘great sign of Allah’ declares the playing of Chess 
to be permissible when it has been clearly forbidden? 

When two of these ‘great sign of Allah’ oppose each other, does it mean that they 
are both signs of different Allahs? But there is only one Allah (s.w.t.). 
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FAQIH 

(MAN OF UNDERSTANDING) 

 

You are probably surprised at the heading where you expected a Faqih to be 
described as one who is a Jurist. This is the common understanding of most people 
that a Faqih is a person who is an expert in the principles of jurisprudence (Usool E 
Fiqh). But the Holy Infallibles (a.s.) have described a Faqih as a person who 
understands their position. 

For example when Imam Husayn (a.s.) wrote a letter to Habib Ibn Mazahir to invite 
him for help he addressed it as ‘From Abu Abdillah Al Husayn to a man of 
understanding  (Rajool Un Faqih) Habib Ibn Mazahir’. 

Can someone now tell me as to which Usool E Fiqh did Habib Ibn Mazahir study or 
whether he used to issue any verdicts (Fatwas)? When you study the whole of Imam 
Husayn (a.s.)’s letter you will realize the connotation of the epitaph ‘Man of 
Understanding’ that he (a.s.) used for Habib Ibn Mazahir (a.r.). He (a.s.) says in his 
letter ’O Habib! You are aware of our station and position , therefore come to our 
help’. It is now established that according to Imam Husayn (a.s.) the ‘Faqih’ is one 
who understands the position and the station of the Imam (a.s.). This word has no 
relationship with the branches (Furoo) of religion.  

This is the reason why the Holy Imams (a.s.) never recognized these so called 
Faqihs as Faqihs. 

 

Wasaail Us Shia Vol 11 H 27; Bihar Ul Anwaar Vol. 8 2 H 2; Rijal Kashi Vol 3. 

اِدُق ع اْعِرفُوا َمَناِزلَ ِشيَعتَِنا بَِقْدِر َما  ً َقالَ الص� ثا ا َ! َنُعدG اْلَفِقيَه ِمْنھُْم َفقِيھاً َحت�ى َيُكوَن ُمَحد� ا َفإِن�  ُيْحِسُنوَن ِمْن ِرَواَياِتِھْم َعن�

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: Understand the status of our Shias according to the good reports 
from us for we do not recognise the Faqih from among them to be  a Faqih unless he 
becomes a Muhaddith  (Narrator of traditions)  

 

What! Our heroes spend their entire lives learning Fiqh, then how come the Holy 
Imams (a.s.) refuses to recognise them as such? Is it because they base their Ijtihad 
on the Usool E Fiqh taken from the enemies of the Holy Ahl Ul Bayt (a.s.)? Think 
again about what I have just said! 
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Al KAFI - H 206, Ch. 22, h8 (EXTRACT) 

عدة من أصحابنا، عن أحمد بن محمد بن خالد، عن إسماعيل بن مھران، عن أبي سعيد القماط وصالح بن سعيد، عن 
إن الفقھاء ! يقولون : فقال الرجل: أبان بن تغلب، عن أبي جعفر عليه السYم أنه سئل عن مسألة فأجاب فيھا، قال

 ! يا ويحك وھل رأيت فقيھا قط؟ : ھذا، فقال

It is reported that: A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn uhammad ibn 
Khalid from ‘Isma’il ibn Mihran from abu Sa‘id al-Qammat and Salih ibn Sa‘id from Aban ibn 
Taghlib who has said the following: “Once a man asked a question from Imam abu Ja’far, 
recipient of divine supreme covenant, who replied to it, and then the man said, ‘The Fuqaha 
do not say this.’ “The Imam then said, ‘It is a pity. Have you ever seen a Faqih ?  

Look at the question here. Have you ever seen a Faqih? So what were those guys 
who used to walk around with turbans on their head posing as Faqihs? 

Maybe it is because of this Hadeeth. 

AL KAFI - H 167, Ch. 19, h11 
 

: قلت !بي عبد/ عليه السYم: محمد بن يحيى، عن أحمد بن محمد، عن الوشاء، عن مثنى الحناط، عن أبي بصير قال
!، أما إنك إن أصبت لم تؤجر، وإن أخطأت كذبت : عرفھا في كتاب / و! سنة فننظر فيھا؟ فقالترد علينا أشياء ليس ن

 على / عز وجل
 
Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from al-Washsha’ from 
Muthanna al-Hannat from abu Basir who has said the following:“Once I asked (Imam) abu 
‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, saying, ‘We may face an issue about which 
there is nothing said in the book of Allah or in the Sunnah, tradition of the Holy Prophet, 
recipient of divine supreme covenant, can we use our own opinion in such matters?’ The 
Imam replied, ‘No, you must not do that. If you, in this way, find the truth you will receiv e 
no rewards for it, and if you missed the truth you have forged lies against Allah , the 
Majestic, the Glorious.’” 
 

So it does not matter whether he gets it right, as there is no reward for him for that. 
And if he gets it wrong? Imagine spending you entire life in a Madrassah in a far 
away land, publishing your own book of emulation for people to follow, answering 
thousand of questions posed by them, and then find out there is no reward waiting 
for you on the Day of Judgment for all your right answers. For all your wrong 
answers you will be classified as a forger of lies and be deserving of Hell. What a 
waste of life that would be. 

The forger of lies against Allah (s.w.t.) will end up in Hell as he is the most unjust. 

اَس ِبَغْيِر ِعْلٍم إِن� ّ/َ !َ َيْھِدي اْلَقْوَم ا ِن اْفَتَرى َعلَى ّ/ِ َكِذًبا لُِيِضل� الن� الِِميَن َفَمْن أَْظَلُم ِمم�  لظ�
 

[Shakir 6:144] Who, then, is more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah that he 
should lead astray men without knowledge? Surely Allah does not guide the unjust people. 

 Not only that, they have been regarded as evil people by the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.).  
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AL KAFI - VOL 8  H 479 

 Gع َقالَ َقالَ أَِميُر اْلُمؤْ  َعلِي ِ ُكوِنيQ َعْن أَبِي َعْبِد /� ْوَفلِيQ َعِن الس� ِ ص ْبُن إِْبَراِھيَم َعْن أَبِيِه َعِن الن� ِمنِيَن ع َقالَ َرُسولُ /�
 YَِْسZْاِس َزَماٌن َ! َيْبَقى ِمَن اْلقُْرآِن إِ!� َرْسُمُه َو ِمَن ا اِس ِمْنُه َسَيأِْتي َعلَى الن� ْوَن بِِه َو ُھْم أَْبَعُد الن� ِم إِ!� اْسُمُه ُيَسم�

َماِن َشرG فَُقَھاءَ َمَساِجُدُھْم َعاِمَرةٌ َو ِھَي َخَراٌب ِمَن اْلُھَدى  َماِء ِمْنُھْم َخَرَجِت اْلفِْتَنُة َو إِلَْيِھْم  فَُقَھاُء َذلَِك الز� َتْحَت ِظلQ الس�
 َتُعودُ 

 

Ali Bin Ibrahim heard from his father from Nawfil from Sakuni from Abu Abdillah (a.s.) who 
said: ‘The Commander of the Faithful (a.s.) said that the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.) said: “A time 
will come upon the people when the Quran will only remain as a custom and Islam will only 
remain in name and the mosques will be full of people but they will be bereft of guidance and 
the Fuqaha  of that period will be the most evil Fuqaha  under the shadow of the sky; evil 
will emanate from them and return towards them”’.  

After this Hadeeth if I were to write any more on this topic then I would probably end 
up getting killed.  

Anyhow, let me tell you about a funny argument which I received from someone 
about this. He claimed that the Fuqaha referred to here are the ones from the 
Sunnis, and not from among the Shiites. Honestly, every time I remember this, it 
brings a smile to my face. The reason being, that the Sunnis do not have any 
Fuqaha. In their entire history they only ever had four of them who all died over a 
thousand years ago. The entire Sunni population are the Muqallideen (emulators) of 
these four - Imam Shafei, Imam Abu Hanifa, Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad Bin 
Hanbal. 

 

QUESTIONS 

If the Fuqaha are not being recognized by the Holy Imams (a.s.) as Fuqaha then why 
are we recognising them as such?  

If the only Fuqaha being recognised by the Holy Imams (a.s.) are the Muhaddith, the 
narrators of Hadeeth, then how come we are unaware of any of them these days? 

If the Fuqaha of the end times are the most evil people then what does that make 
their followers? 
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NA’IB E IMAM 

(REPRESENTATIVE OF THE IMAM) 

 

Nice title eh? As soon as Shiites look at this title their hearts simply fall for the guy 
who uses it. This is due to their love for Imam Mahdi (a.s.). The only problem is that 
Imam Mahdi (a.s.) never allocated this title to be used by any of these guys. Let me 
explain.  

Historically, this term was used to denote the four representatives of the Twelfth Holy 
Imam (a.s.) who were the residents of Baghdad, during the minor occultation. All the 
Holy Imams (a.s.) from the first Holy Imam (a.s.) to the eleventh Holy Imam (a.s.) 
had their own representatives in different areas but the had never used this title for 
them . What was the reason for labelling these four as such when they themselves 
never used this title nor did anyone else ever used  it for them during their time 
and there is no reference for this in history books ? The colossal Al Kafi of 
Sheykh Kulayni which was written during the minor occultation has no mention of 
this. In fact, none of the four canonical books of the Shiites has any reference to this.    

Yes, the only one who claimed to be the representative was Shamalghani, who was 
immediately reprimanded by way of a Holy letter.  

The Shiites then used to go in front of his house and send curses upon him. He is 
being referred to as the accursed one even today. (Maybe the Shiites of that time 
comprehended the weight of this title). There is only one reason that comes to the 
fore as to why this label was stuck to the four representatives, and that is to profit 
from it during the time of occultation so that a parallel system of rule can be 
established. They then classified the four as special representatives and themselves 
as general representatives. But this is an invalid act as the special representation 
has yet to be proven and so how can you prove general representation. Even if the 
special representation is somehow proven, that still does not prove their general 
representation because:- 

• None of the four representatives were Mujtahids which these people have 
now become. 

• None of them ever used the weapon invented by the Sunnis (Usool E Fiqh) in 
order to refute the Hadeeth of the Holy Infallibles (a.s.). 

• None of them has ever issued a Fatwa. 
• None of them had ever considered the people to be ignorant, placed a collar 

of Taqleed on their necks, published any of their Tawzeehs, or created their 
own respective group of emulators. 

• None of them ever tried to equate themselves with the Holy Infallibles (a.s.).  



26 

• None of them ever played the drum that: ‘Without their Taqleed none of your 
deeds are acceptable’. 

• All of them were just contact points  between the people and the Holy Imam 
(a.s.). Their job was just to take questions to the Holy Imam (a.s.) and bring 
back the answers from him (a.s.). They never answered any of the 
questions of their own accord .  

• The system of representation was ended by the Holy Imam (a.s.) in his last 
letter to the fourth of them which has been recorded by Sheykh Sadouq. 

 

Take a look at the last letter of our Holy Imam Mahdi (a.s.).  

 

IKMAL UD DEEN WA TAMAAM UN NE’MAT – VOL.2 H44                                                   

حدثنا أبو محمد الحسن بن أحمد المكتب قال كنت بمدينة السYم في السنة التي توفي فيھا الشيخ علي بن محمد 
لناس توقيعا نسخته بسم / الرحمن الرحيم يا علي بن السمري قدس / روحه فحضرته قبل وفاته بأيام فأخرج إلى ا

محمد السمري أعظم / أجر إخوانك فيك فإنك ميت ما بينك و بين ستة أيام فاجمع أمرك و ! توص إلى أحد يقوم 
قلوب و مقامك بعد وفاتك فقد وقعت الغيبة الثانية فY ظھور إ! بعد إذن / عز و جل و ذلك بعد طول ا�مد و قسوة ال

امتYء ا�رض جورا و سيأتي شيعتي من يدعي المشاھدة أ! فمن ادعى المشاھدة قبل خروج السفياني و الصيحة فھو 
كاذب مفتر و ! حول و ! قوة إ! با_ العلي العظيم قال فنسخنا ھذا التوقيع و خرجنا من عنده فلما كان اليوم السادس 

ن وصيك من بعدك فقال _ أمر ھو بالغه و مضى رضي / عنه فھذا آخر كYم عدنا إليه و ھو يجود بنفسه فقيل له م
  سمع منه

It is narrated from Abu Muhammad Al Hassan Bin Ahmad Al Maktab who said: I was in the 
same city in the year when Sheykh Ali Bin Muhammad Al Samiri May Allah purify his soul I 
was with him before he died. During that time a letter arrived from Imam Mahdi (a.s.). ‘In the 
name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. O Ali Bin Muhammad Al Samiri may Allah give 
great reward to your brothers, you are going to die in six days, So, wind up your affairs, but 
appoint no one in your place, because from the day of your death the period of my second 
occultation (Gaibat e Kubra) will begin. Hence forth, I will not reappear, unless and until with 
the permission of Allah (s.w.t.). My reappearance will take place after a very long time when 
people’s hearts will have hardened the world will be full of injustice and sins. Among my 
Shiites will be those who will claim to have seen m e. Beware! Anyone who makes 
such a claim before the coming out of Sufyani and t he sound from heaven 
announcing my reappearance, is a liar and imposter . There is no Might nor Strength 
except in Allah the High the Grea’t. I made a copy of this letter and came back. On the sixth 
day I returned and found him in a coma. People who were there asked him (Ali Bin 
Muhammad Al Samiri) who his successor is after him. He said: ‘This matter is in the hands 
of Allah (s.w.t.) and He will fulfill it’. And then he died. These were the last words heard from 
him. 

In this letter, the Holy Imam (a.s.) has advised him to wrap up his affairs and not to 
appoint anyone else. The Holy Imam (a.s.) put an end to this chain of contact points 
once and for all did not differentiate between the special and the general 
representatives nor did he say that, if,  from now on anyone wearing a turban on his 
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head were to come to you then you should accept him. He also said that from now 
on if anyone claims to have seen me is a liar and a n imposter . Therefore, today, 
if someone makes the claim that the Holy Imam (a.s.) comes to him and explains the 
solutions to the problems has surely forged a lie against the Holy Imam (a.s.). How 
can it be when there is no contact?  

The main reason for making the claim of being the Holy Imam (a.s.)’s representative 
is so that all his (a.s.) affairs should get transferred unto him and no one would be 
able to challenge him as the Holy Imam (a.s.) will no longer be reprimanding him by 
way of a letter. People should consider the orders of the ‘representatives’ orders to 
be the orders of the Holy Imam (a.s.).  

Since, without being in the Taqleed of the Holy Imams (a.s.) none of our deeds are 
acceptable, the same would now be the case for them as they now represent him. 
They would now be handling the affairs of religion and if he (a.s.) were not to make 
his (a.s.) appearance, then there is no problem as all the affairs are taken care of. 
The reason for awaiting his (a.s.) appearance has just been negated by these guys. 

 

QUESTIONS 

Who appointed these general representatives during the major occultation?  

Who classified the representation between special and general? 

Are any of the acts and claims of these self-appointed general representatives valid? 

What about those of them who claim to have met Imam Mahdi (a.s.) during their 
lifetime? Why are we regarding them as saints when the Holy Imam (a.s.) has 
referred to these claimants as liars and imposters? 
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IMAM 

(DIVINE GUIDE) 

 

Wow!  This is the big one.  

The first time I heard this title being used by anyone other than the twelve Holy 
Imams (a.s.) was after the revolution in Iran in 1979. The Iranians declared Agha e 
Khomeini as their Imam. This led to the people of Iraq to start referring to Agha e 
Khoie as Imam Al Khoei. Then the Kuwaitis decided not to be left behind and started 
referring to Agha e Shirazi as Imam Shirazi. Then Agha e Khamenei was declared 
as an Imam. In fact they have gone further and declared him as Vali Ul Amr. I 
wonder where this will end? There is certainly no limit to desires. 

It is quite clear from the Book of Allah (s.w.t.) that every one will be called on the Day 
of Judgment with their respective Imams. I wonder where the followers of these 
Imams will be on that Day?  

One day Imam Ali (a.s.) was with some people, when eight of them asked to leave 
as they had something urgent to do. They agreed to meet him (a.s.) again on Friday. 
When they walked away they saw a lizard and they jokingly said to each other, ‘Let 
us pay allegiance to this lizard’. So they caught it and placed their hands on it as a 
symbol of allegiance and then they let it go. When they went to the Mosque on 
Friday, Imam Ali (a.s.) was delivering a speech in which he (a.s.) was explaining the 
verse : 

 ْظَلُموَن َفِتيYً َيْوَم َنْدُعو ُكل� أَُناٍس بِإَِماِمِھْم َفَمْن أُوِتَي ِكَتاَبُه بَِيِميِنِه َفأُْوَلـئَِك َيْقَرُؤوَن ِكَتاَبُھْم َو!َ يُ 

[Shakir 17:71] (Remember) the day when We will call every people with their Imam ; then 
whoever is given his book in his right hand, these shall read their book; and they shall not be 
dealt with a whit unjustly. 

When he (a.s.) saw them he stopped and said: ‘I am currently looking at eight people 
who will be called on the Day of Judgment with a lizard as that is their Imam’.  

Let us think about this for a moment. What will happen to those who listen to and 
obey every command of a claimant of this title and yet think that they will be raised 
with the Holy Imam (a.s.)? Quite frankly, I think they are suffering from delusion.  

The Holy Imam Mahdi (a.s.) has guided us through numerous written replies of his to 
the questions posed by the Shiites during the minor occultation. Approximately two 
hundred of these Holy letters have been preserved in books. I for one, am not aware 
of anyone among my people who is aware of the contents of these Holy letters and 
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yet I know of many who are experts in recalling the statements of their ‘Imams’ from 
their Twazeeh Ul Masaail (Book of Emulation). 

 

AL KAFI - H 951, Ch. 85, h 1 

محمد بن يحيى، عن أحمد بن محمد، عن محمد بن سنان، عن أبي سYم، عن سورة ابن كليب، عن أبي جعفر عليه 
إني : من قال: ؟ قال"ويوم القيامة ترى الذين كذبوا على / وجوھھم مسودة : " قول / عزوجل: قلت له: السYم قال

ان علويا، قلت وإن كان من ولد علي ابن أبي طالب عليه وإن ك: وإن كان علويا؟ قال: قلت: إمام وليس بامام قال
 وإن كان: السYم؟ قال

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad fromMuhammad ibn Sinan 
from abu Salam from Sawra ibn kulayb who has said the following: “Once I asked abu Ja‘far, 
recipient of divine supreme covenant, about the words of Allah, the Most Majestic, the Most 
Gracious: ‘On the Day of Judgment you will see the faces of those who had invented 
falsehood against Allah blackened. . . .’ (39:60) The Imam said, ‘It refers to those who 
claim to be the Imam but in fact, are not the Imam .’ “I then asked, ‘Even if he is of the 
descendents of Ali, recipient of divine supreme covenant?’ He replied, ‘Yes, even if he is of 
the descendents of Ali , recipient of divine supreme covenant.’ I then asked, ‘Even if he is 
of the sons of Ali ibn abu Talib, recipient of divine supreme covenant?’ He said, ‘Yes, even if 
he is as such.’” 

This is also found in Tafseer Qummi, Tafseer Ayyashi and Tafseer Saafi for these 
Verses: 

ًة َيْدُعوَن إَِل  اِر َوَيْوَم اْلقَِياَمِة َ! ُينَصُروَن َوَجَعْلَناُھْم أَِئم�  ى الن�

[Shakir 28:41] And We made them Imams who call to the fire , and on the day of 
resurrection they shall not be assisted. 

َن اْلَمقْ  Qْنَيا َلْعَنًة َوَيْوَم اْلقَِياَمِة ُھم م Gُبوِحيَن َوأَْتَبْعَناُھْم ِفي َھِذِه الد 

[Shakir 28:42] And We caused a curse to follow them in this world, and on the day of 
resurrection they shall be of those made to appear hideous. 

 

AL KAFI - H 952, Ch. 85, h 2 

لفضيل، عن أبي عبد/ عليه محمد بن يحيى، عن عبد/ بن محمد بن عيسى، عن علي بن الحكم، عن أبان عن ا
 من ادعى ا!مامة وليس من أھلھا فھو كافر: السYم قال

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Ali ibn al-
Hakam from Aban from al-Fudayl from abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, 
who has said the following: “Whoever claims to be the Imam and, in fact, is not the Imam 
is considered an unbeliever .” 
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AL KAFI - H 966, Ch. 86, h 4 

!عذبن كل : قال / تبارك وتعالى: وعنه، عن ھشام بن سالم، عن حبيب السجستاني، عن أبي جعفر عليه السYم قال
في ا!سYم دانت بو!ية كل إمام جائر ليس من /، وإن كانت الرعية في أعمالھا برة تقية، و!عفون عن كل  رعية

 رعية في ا!سYم دانت بو!ية كل إمام عادل من / وإن كانت الرعيه في أنفسھا ظالمة مسيئة

He has narrated from Hisham ibn Salim from Habib al-Sajistani from abu Ja‘far, recipient of 
divine supreme covenant, who has said the following: “Allah, the Most Holy, the Most High, 
has said, ‘I will cause to suffer punishment all those (citizens) who live a religious life in Islam 
with belief in and acknowledgement of the guardianship of unjust 'A'immah  (leaders 
without Divine Authority) who do not possess authority from Allah , even though such 
followers are (apparently) virtuous and pious in their deeds. I will forgive all those (citizens) 
who live a religious life in Islam with belief in and acknowledgement of the guardianship of 
an Imam who is just in his dealings and possesses authority from Allah, even though such 
followers in their dealings are unjust sinners.’” 

 

AL KAFI - H 956, Ch. 85, h 6 

من : الحسين، عن محمد بن سنان، عن طلحة بن زيد عن أبي عبد/ عليه السYم قالمحمد بن يحيى، عن محمد بن 
 أشرك مع إمام إمامته من عند / من ليست إمامته من / كان مشركا با_

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Hassan from Muhammad ibn 
Sinan from Talha ibn Yazid from abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, who 
has said the following: “Whoever considers someone who has no Divine Authori ty as a 
partner in the Leadership of a Leader with Divine A uthority, is considered a 
polytheist .” 

 

AL KAFI - H 962, Ch. 85, h 12 

سمعت : الحسين بن محمد، عن معلى بن محمد، عن أبي داود المسترق، عن علي ابن ميمون، عن ابن ابي يعفور قال
من ادعى إمامة من / : ثYثة ! ينظر / إليھم يوم القيامة و! يزكيھم ولھم عذاب أليم: أبا عبد/ عليه السYم يقول

 ن لھما في السYم نصيباليست له، ومن جحد إماما من /، ومن زعم أ

Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad has narrated from Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad from abu Dawud al-
Mustariqq from Ali ibn Maymun from ibn abu Ya‘fur who has said the following: “Once I 
heard abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of divine supreme covenant, say, ‘There will be three kinds of 
people to whom Allah will not look on the Day of Judgment. He will not purify them and they 
will suffer painful punishments. They are those who claim to be the Imam but without  
authority from Allah , those who reject the Imam (Leader with Divine Authority), and those 
who think that for the ‘two’ there is a share in Islam.’” 
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THE FINAL ARGUMENT 

 

There are only two types of Imams in this world. One who leads to Paradise and one 
who leads to Hell. 

 

AL KAFI - H 562, Ch. 25, h2 

عن طلحة بن زيد، عن أبي عبد/ عليه .محمد بن يحيى، عن أحمد بن محمد، ومحمد بن الحسين، عن محمد بن يحيى
! ) " 1(وجعلناھم أئمة يھدون بأمرنا: " إن ا!ئمة في كتاب / عزوجل إمامان قال / تبارك وتعالى: قال: السYم قال

يقدمون ) " 2(وجعلناھم أئمة يدعون إلى النار: " / قبل حكمھم، قالبأمر الناس يقدمون أمر / قبل امرھم، وحكم 
  أمرھم قبل امر /، وحكمھم قبل حكم /، ويأخذون بأھوائھم خYف ما في كتاب / عزوجل

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn al-
Husayn from Muhammad ibn Yahya from Talha ibn Zayd from abu ‘Abd Allah, recipient of 
divine supreme covenant, who has said the following: “‘A’immah  mentioned in the book of 
Allah, the Most Holy, the Most High, are of two kinds . Allah, the Most Holy, the Most High 
has said, (1) ‘We appointed them as ‘A’immah (leaders) to guide the people through Our 
command . . .’ (21:73) They do so but not because of the commands of the people. They 
allow Our command to come first and before their own orders, and Our laws before their own 
laws and judgment. (2) Allah has also said, ‘We made them the kinds of Imams (leaders) 
who invite people to the fire . . .’ (28:41) They (this kind of Imam) make their own 
commands to come before the commands of Allah and t heir laws before the laws of 
Allah . They follow their desires against what the book of Allah, the Most Holy, and the Most 
High, requires.’” 

Well, needless to say that if there are only two types of Imams in the Book of Allah, 
then there is no third category. It is pointless to argue that such and such is an Imam 
in one sense whilst he is not an Imam in the other sense.  

The first type of Imam is one who leads to Paradise: 

Yَِة َوإِيَتاء ا ًة َيْھُدوَن بِأَْمِرَنا َوأَْوَحْيَنا إِلَْيِھْم ِفْعلَ اْلَخْيَراِت َوإَِقاَم الص� َكاةِ َوَجَعْلَناُھْم أَِئم�  َوَكاُنوا لََنا َعابِِديَن  لز�

[Shakir 21:73] And We made them Imams who guided (people) by Our command , and 
We revealed to them the doing of good and the keeping up of prayer and the giving of the 
alms, and Us (alone) did they serve; 

The second type of Imam is one who leads to Hell: 

اِر َوَيْوَم اْلقَِياَمِة َ! ُينَصُروَن  ًة َيْدُعوَن إِلَى الن�  َوَجَعْلَناُھْم أَِئم�

[Shakir 28:41] And We made them Imams who call to the fire , and on the day of 
resurrection they shall not be assisted. 
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As we have seen that there is no third category of Imams. The Imams who lead to 
Paradise, their number has been fixed at twelve . And all the slots have been 
taken .  

1. Imam Ali Ibn Abi Talib (a.s.) – Al Ameerul Mu’mineen 
2. Imam Hasan Ibn Ali (a.s.) – Al Mujtaba 
3. Imam Husayn Ibn Ali (a.s.) – Al Seyyid Us Shohada 
4. Imam Ali Ibn Husayn (a.s.) – Al Zayn Ul Abideen 
5. Imam Muhammad Ibn Ali (a.s.) – Al Baqir 
6. Imam Ja’far Ibn Muhammad (a.s.) – Al Sadiq 
7. Imam Musa Ibn Ja’far (a.s.) – Al Kadhim 
8. Imam Ali Ibn Musa (a.s.) – Al Rida 
9. Imam Muhammad Ibn Ali (a.s.) – Al Taqi 
10. Imam Ali Ibn Muhammad (a.s.) – Al Naqi 
11. Imam Hassan Ibn Ali (a.s.) – Al Askari 
12. Imam Muhammad Ibn Hassan (a.s.) – Al Mahdi 

 

Now what? We are stuck. What do we do with the Imams of today? Where do we 
place them?  

The only way to classify them as imams leading to Paradise would be to remove 
some of the ones from the list above to make room for these new ones of today.  

Meanwhile, there is plenty of room in the other list. 

 

 

Bashir Alidina 
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COMING SOON 

 

• Questions on Ijtihad 

• Questions on Taqleed 

• Questions on Friday and Eid Prayers 

• Questions on Chess 

• Questions on The Third Testimony 

 

۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞۞ 

 

 

OTHERS IN THE SERIES 

• Questions on Khums 


